
Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger

Becoming an Astronaut
• In 2010, Dottie was part 
of the crew for the space 
shuttle named Discovery.

• In 2012, Dottie was in charge 
of a deep-sea mission.

Glossary
astronaut – a person who 
is trained to travel in a 
spacecraft

marathon – a 26-mile-
long race

shuttle - a rocket launched 
spacecraft

STEAM – stands for 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics

• Dorothy is also known as Dottie.

• She was born in America in 1975.

• She dreamed of going into space.

• She was chosen to be an astronaut  
in 2004.

Did You Know...?
Before she became 
an astronaut, Dottie 
was a teacher for 
five years!

Fascinating Facts!
• Dottie has run in 19 marathons.

• Dottie is in a band called ‘Max Q’.

• She believes that all children should 
learn STEAM subjects at school.
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Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger Questions
1. Circle the correct word to complete the sentence. 

2. When was Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger chosen to be an astronaut? 
Tick one. 

3. What was Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger before she was an astronaut?  
Tick one.

4. How many marathons has Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger taken part in?  
Tick one.

5. What does ‘STEAM’ stand for? Tick one.

2005

2004

1999

a doctor

a teacher

a pilot

25

20

19

Special Team Engineer and Mechanic

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics

Smart Teacher Engineer and Magician 

Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger is also known as                       .

Dottie Donna Lottie



Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger Answers
1. Circle the correct word to complete the sentence. 

2. When was Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger chosen to be an astronaut? 
Tick one. 

3. What was Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger before she was an astronaut?  
Tick one.

4. How many marathons has Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger taken part in?  
Tick one.

5. What does ‘STEAM’ stand for? Tick one.

2005

2004

1999

a doctor

a teacher

a pilot

25

20

19

Special Team Engineer and Mechanic

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics

Smart Teacher Engineer and Magician 

Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger is also known as                       .

Dottie Donna Lottie



Bold Dreams
Dottie wants people to follow their bold dreams. She is 
a role model for other people. As a grown-up, Dottie still 
loves sport and has run in an incredible 19 marathons. 

She believes that all children should be taught STEAM 
subjects at school. These subjects are science, technology, 
engineering, arts and maths. She has inspired lots of 
children to work hard in these subjects at school.

Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger

Missions to Space
In 2010, Dottie was part of the 
space shuttle Discovery crew, on 
a 15-day mission to space.

In 2012, Dottie was in charge 
of a deep-sea mission in Florida.

Glossary
astronaut – a person who 
is trained to travel in a 
spacecraft

inspired – to make others 
feel able to do something

marathon – a 26-mile-long 
race

mission –an important task

shuttle - a rocket launched 
spacecraft

• Dorothy is also known as Dottie.

• She was born in Colorado, America  
in 1975.

• She always dreamed of going into space.

• She was chosen to train as 
an astronaut in 2004.

Did You Know...?
Before she trained 
as an astronaut, 
Dottie worked as a 
science teacher for 
five years.
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Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger Questions
1.  When was Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger born? 

                                                                                                                 

2. What subject did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger teach? Tick one.

3. When did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger first go into space? Tick one.

4. What does Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger want people to do? Tick one.

5. Match the word to the correct meaning. 

maths

2010

jump for joy

science

2017

follow their bold dreams

English

1975

love, laugh and live

marathon

shuttle

mission a 26-mile-long race

a rocket launched space craft

an important task



Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger Answers
1.  When was Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger born? 

Dorothy was born in 1975.

2. What subject did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger teach? Tick one.

3. When did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger first go into space? Tick one.

4. What does Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger want people to do? Tick one.

5. Match the word to the correct meaning. 

maths

2010

jump for joy

science

2017

follow their bold dreams

English

1975

love, laugh and live

marathon

shuttle

mission a 26-mile-long race

a rocket launched space craft

an important task



Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger

Mission to Space
On April 5th 2010, Dottie went on 
her first mission to space on a shuttle 
named Discovery. She was the 
engineer for the mission, in charge of 
looking after all of the equipment. She 
worked with 13 people from space 
agencies around the globe. There 
were astronauts from Russia, Japan 
and the United States of America.

The mission lasted for 15 days. Dottie 
retired from NASA in 2014.

Blast Off!
Dottie started her career 
as a teacher. One day, she 
was researching a pupil’s 
question about space when 
she found out that NASA 
was advertising for some 
new astronauts. Along with 
8,000 other teachers, she 
applied for the job. Dottie 
was chosen to become an 
astronaut in 2004. 

Dottie Metcalf-Lindenburger wants others to:

“Make bold dreams… because you never know where 
your journey will take you.”

Dorothy is also known as Dottie. She was born in 
Colorado in America in 1975. She always dreamed 
of going into space and was chosen to train as an 
astronaut in 2004, as an Educator Mission Specialist.

Bold Dreams
Dottie wants to encourage people to follow their bold dreams. 
She is a role model for other people. As a grown-up, Dottie 
still loves sport and has run in an incredible 19 marathons. 

She believes that all children should be taught STEAM 
subjects at school. These subjects are science, technology, 
engineering, arts and maths. She has inspired lots of children 
to work hard in these subjects at school.
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Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger Questions

1. What is Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger also known as?

                                                                                                                     

2. How did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger become an astronaut?  

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                     

3. What did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger do on April 5th, 2010?

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                     

4. Where did the astronauts on the space shuttle Discovery come from?  

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                     

5. How long did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger’s first mission last for? 

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                     

6. Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger wants people to ‘Make bold dreams’. 
What do you think this means? 

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                     



Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Metcalf-Lindenburger Answers

1. What is Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger also known as?

     Dorothy is also known as Dottie.

2. How did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger become an astronaut?  

     Dorothy became an astronaut when she was researching a pupil’s  
     question about space and she found out that NASA was looking  
     for new astronauts. 

3. What did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger do on April 5th, 2010?

     Dorothy went on her first mission to space on April 5th, 2010.

4. Where did the astronauts on the space shuttle Discovery come from?  

  The astronauts came from Russia, Japan and the United States  
     of America.

5. How long did Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger’s first mission last for? 

     Dorothy’s first mission lasted for 15 days.

6. Dorothy Metcalf-Lindenburger wants people to ‘Make bold dreams’. 
What do you think this means? 

     Children’s own answers.         


